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Background:

Daniel and the lions: Daniel 6

Many years after King Nebuchadnezzar died, Babylon was 
under the control of King Darius.  Daniel was old, but still a 
powerful leader. So Danielõs enemies set a òlion trapó for him!
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Daniel 6:1

It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 
three presidents, of whom Daniel was oneé 
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Daniel 6:3

Then this Daniel was distinguished above the 
presidentsé because an excellent spirit was in him; 

and the king thought to set him over the whole realm.
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Daniel 6:4

Then the presidents and the local 
governors sought to find occasion 

against Daniel as touching the kingdom;
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Daniel 6:4

ébut they could find no occasion 
or fault, because he was faithful.
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Daniel 6:5

Then these men said, òWe wonõt find any 
occasion against this Daniel, unless we find it 
against him concerning the law of his God.ó
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Daniel 6:6

Then these presidents and local governors 
assembled together to the king, and said 
this to him, òKing Darius, live forever!ó
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Daniel 6:6 - 7

[They asked the king for a new law] òthat 
whoever asks a petition of any god or man 
for thirty days, except of you, O king, he 
shall be cast into the den of lions.ó
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Daniel 6:9

Therefore king Darius signed 
the writing and the decree.
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Daniel 6:10

When Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he 
went into his house (now his windows were open in 
his room towards Jerusalem) and he knelt on his 

knees three times a day, and prayedé
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Daniel 6:11

Then these men assembled together, 
and found Daniel making petition and 

supplication before his God.
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Daniel 6:12

Then they came near, and spoke before the king 
concerning the kingõs decree: òHavenõt you signed 
a decree that every man who makes a petition to 
any god or man within thirty days, except to you, 
O king, shall be cast into the den of lions?ó
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Daniel 6:12

The king answered, òThis thing is true, 
according to the law of the Medes and 

Persians, which doesnõt alter.ó
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Daniel 6:13

Then they answered and said before the king, òThat 
Daniel, who is of the children of the captivity of Judah, 
doesnõt respect you, O king, nor the decree that you 
have signed, but makes his petition three times a day.ó
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Daniel 6:14

Then the king, when he heard these 
words, was very displeased, and set 
his heart on Daniel to deliver himé
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Daniel 6:14

éand he [King Darius] laboured until the 
going down of the sun to rescue him.
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Daniel 6:15

Then these men assembled together to the king, and 
said to the king, òKnow, O king, that it is a law of the 

Medes and Persians, that no decree nor statute 
which the king establishes may be changed.ó
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Daniel 6:16

Then the king commanded, and they brought 
Daniel and cast him into the den of lions.
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Daniel 6:16

The king spoke and said to Daniel, òYour God 
whom you serve continually, he will deliver you.ó
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Daniel 6:17

A stone was brought, and laid on the mouth of 
the den; and the king sealed it with his own 
signet, and with the signet of his lords; that 
nothing might be changed concerning Daniel.
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