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l UNKNOWN GODl UNKNOWN GOD

Paul is standing in the middle of the 
Areopagus in ancient Athensé where he 
finds an alter ôTO AN UNKNOWN GOD!õ 

Background:

To an Unknown God?
Acts 17:23 - 36



Acts 17:23

What therefore you worship in 
ignorance, I announce to you.
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Acts 17:24

The God who made the world and all things 
in it, he, being Lord of heaven and earth, 
doesnõt dwell in temples made with hands.
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Acts 17:25

He isnõt served by menõs hands, as though 
he needed anything, seeing he himself 

gives to all life and breath, and all things.
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Acts 17:26 - 27

He made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all 
the surface of the earth, having determined appointed 

seasons, and the boundaries of their dwellings, that they 
should seek the Lord, if perhaps they might reach out for 
him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us.
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Acts 17:28

ôFor in him we live, move, and have our being.õ As some of 
your own poets have said, ôFor we are also his offspring.õ 
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Acts 17:29

Being then the offspring of God, we ought not to 
think that the Divine Nature is like gold, or silver, 

or stone, engraved by art and design of man.
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Acts 17:30

òThe times of ignorance therefore God overlooked. But now 
he commands that all people everywhere should repent,
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Acts 17:31

éBecause he has appointed a day in which he will 
judge the world in righteousness by the man whom 

he has ordained; of which he has given assurance to 
all men, in that he has raised him from the dead.ó
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Acts 17:32

Now when they heard of the resurrection of 
the dead, some mocked; but others said, 
òWe want to hear you again concerning this.ó
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Acts 17:33 - 34

Thus Paul went out from amongst them.  But 
certain men joined with him and believed, amongst 

whom also was Dionysius the Areopagite, and a 
woman named Damaris, and others with them.
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THINK ABOUT ITé

Why does Paul start preaching 
by talking about the wonders 
of God in creation?  Why not 

just talk about Jesus?



Background:

Alone & Afraid?
Acts 18:1 - 28

Paul arrives in Corinth, Greece alone.  His 
enemies may be following, so he has reason 
to be worn out and afraid.  Until the Lord 
speaks to Paul in a vision and saysé
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Acts 18:1

After these things Paul departed 
from Athens, and came to Corinth.
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Acts 18:2

He found a certain Jew named Aquila, a man of 
Pontus by race, who had recently come from Italy, 

with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had 
commanded all the Jews to depart from Rome. 

MrMacBible.com

http://www.mrmacbible.com/


Acts 18:3

He came to them, and because he practised 
the same trade, he lived with them and 

worked, for by trade they were tent makers.

MrMacBible.com

http://www.mrmacbible.com/


Acts 18:4

He reasoned in the synagogue every 
Sabbath and persuaded Jews and Greeks.
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Acts 18:5

But when Silas and Timothy came down from 
Macedonia, Paul was compelled by the Spirit, 

testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ.
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Acts 18:6

When they opposed him and blasphemed, he shook out his 
clothing and said to them, òYour blood be on your own 

heads!  I am clean. From now on, I will go to the Gentiles!ó

MrMacBible.com

MrMacBible.com

http://www.mrmacbible.com/
http://www.mrmacbible.com/


Acts 18:7

He departed there, and went into the house of a 
certain man named Justus, one who worshipped 

God, whose house was next door to the synagogue.

Paul is covered in mud!
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Acts 18:8

Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, 
believed in the Lord with all his house.

Many of the Corinthians, when they 
heard, believed and were baptised.
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Acts 18:9 - 10

The Lord said to Paul in the night by a vision, 
òDonõt be afraid, but speak and donõt be silent;  
for I am with you, and no one will attack you to 
harm you, for I have many people in this city.ó
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Acts 18:11

He lived there a year and six months, 
teaching the word of God amongst them.
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